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W elcome to this year’s APL Awards. This brochure showcases 
the entries for 2017, highlighting the great, the amazing and 
the marvellous, as well as demonstrating the quality and 

passion that landscapers have within the industry.  

The APL Awards would like to thank Bradstone for their continued 
headline sponsorship. We would of course like to thank the category 
sponsors and media partners for their support, as without them,  
the APL Awards would not be what they are today.  

The APL Judges would like to thank everyone that participated in the 
awards, and give their congratulations to the winners. We encourage 
you to use your entry to promote your businesses, the industry and 
your APL membership. We look forward to seeing you again for the 
2018 Association of Professional Landscapers Awards.
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SUPREME WINNER

Creative Landscape Co created an outdoor living space to meet 
the needs of family life and a dog with traditional cottage style 
planting in keeping with the surroundings. The clients required a 
design solution to create a new garden within an existing walled 
area to link their cottage extension and existing barn. The style 
needed to blend with the surrounding buildings and meet planning 
requirements in this country location. An outdoor dining area 
for eight was located away from the house to give the clients the 
sunny aspect they wanted. This new seating area creates a central 
focal point for the courtyard and is reached via a new informal 
gravel path surrounded by bold drifts of cottage style planting 
and herbs to meet the client’s love of plants. The gravel paths 
were cleverly designed to mask the odd angles created from the 
new extension and create a physical journey that integrates the 
buildings and garden areas seamlessly. Constructed from local 
stone in keeping with the barn and cottage style, the paths bleed 

Sponsored by

Creative Landscape Co
Project: Garden for Country Cottage and Barn, South Stoke Oxon

Further judges comments:“It is a fabulous piece of landscaping work that has exquisite detailing  
especially within the planting. It is simply stunning fitting the house and its surroundings perfectly.” 

into planting creating a self-seeded look and lead the eye into the 
‘Secret’ garden beyond where lawns and a vegetable garden lead  
to meadows and woodland beyond. The bland walls on the road 
side of the house needed softening and were transformed by a 
design of diamond climbers inspired by Versailles, planted with  
a combination of roses, lavender and box to enhance the approach 
to this beautiful family home.

This entry is also the winner of Overall Design and Build category.

Judges’ Comments: 
The design was absolutely appropriate for the scheme with great 
 use of structural planting to soften, hold and separate. The angle  
of the house provides difficult symmetry and geometry. This was  
a challenging project and a harmonising solution.
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Project Value Under £20,000 

Due to the size of the gardens around the house the clients wanted 
something completely maintenance free but were torn with the idea of 
having no green at the front of the house, mainly due to the size of their 
dark driveway and lack of planting behind. The client also wanted paving 
that was easy to clean and lighting if it worked. The client was un sure on 
what would work and needed inspiring, the rest was left to us to point out its 
initial problems and work with their tastes and house style. The challenge for 
Conquest Hard Landscaping was the fact that the first point of direction led you 
straight to the kitchen door which is directly in front of you where you look in. 
With this in mind the curve was proposed and some raised platforms featured to 
stage and break up this flat expanse. 

WINNER
Conquest Hard Landscaping
Project: In the Night Garden 

Judges’ Comments: 
Very neat job made of sweeping path and 
good workmanship working to specification. 
Beautifully executed hard landscaping in project.

Sponsored by
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Project Value under £20,000

HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Green Rooms Landscapes & Gardens Ltd  

Project: Fiveways Garden, Brighton

The Garden Builders  

Project: Thornton Hill

Green Rooms Landscapes & Gardens Ltd first carried  
out the work on this project in phases. First installing  
a fence around the garden perimeter, laying paving slabs 
on lower patio and re-turfing garden, and defining new 
thinner flower beds at the side and back. In the second 
phase of work they installed plants in flower beds.  
The third phase consisted of removing decking, relocating 
a shed and creating a paved area at the back of the 
garden. For the 4th stage they built benches and a seating 
area on lower patio. This was all done with a keen budget  
in mind so that it was manageable for the client.

To create a cost effective, low maintenance space as 
they live away most of the time by removing unwanted 
plants and preparing soil to be planted up. Adding in 
a cedar decking with beach cobbles flanked pathway. 
Repairing and reinforcing the existing fence and cladding 
with horizontal cedar timbers, which continued across 
the wall. Adding in an oak seat as a feature. Lighting was 
installed in decking and planting beds.

Judges’ Comments: 
Soft and appealing to the eye, completed to a very  
high competency creating a great transformation. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Good fencing and a well finished project. 

Sponsored by
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CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

COMMENDED

COMMENDED

COMMENDED

Ayegardening Ltd  Project: Swift Cottage

P.S Gardens Ltd  Project: Beaumont Close

Conquest Hard Landscaping  Project: Linear Style Driveway

Significant clearing had to be carried out on site, of a concrete shed base and 
greenhouse base, and decking. The client wanted the paving slabs that were lifted 
to be reused, and a sunken patio and circular water feature created. A path leading 
from the side gate around and onto patio adjacent to house was also, constructed 
using Autumn Brown stone. The side gate was reconfigured for better access 
and the fence replaced to separate the garden and car park area. The lawn area 
was smoothed and re-turfed as needed. Drainage was improved and lighting was 
installed as necessary. Soil in planted beds was also well prepared for planting.

P.S Gardens Ltd were asked by the client to create a patio large enough 
for eight chairs and table.  The project involved removal of three trees 
and stumps, and constructing a path to a play area and shed adding in 
lots of fresh new planting filled with scent. All creating a contemporary 
feel to garden to give synergy with the house extension.

Conquest Hard Landscaping created a modern contemporary finish driveway.  
The client desired something that wasn’t too busy and would complement the style of 
house in colour and size. A new driveway was constructed with edging detail all the way 
around the driveway, and new steps were built within the drive. Discreet drains were 
installed due to concern over the shape and design of the steps which ended up being 
broken up nicely with the planter. The clients  were very happy with the finished project.

Judges’ Comments: 
Competent job, good brickwork in sunken area and the 
gravel strip works well.

Judges’ Comments: 
Competent job.

Judges’ Comments: 
Competent finish and nicely executed job.

Paxman Landscapes UK Limited
Project: Wakefield Road, Lepton
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Project Value £20,000 - £35,000

Claudia de Yong Designs were tasked with transforming a tired garden. 
The project involved demolishing existing brick walls, paved areas, steps 
and raised beds, and removing from the site. Also building three new 
terraces with new steps up to lawned area with very difficult access.  
Good drainage was installed under a lower terrace due to a cellar below.  
A seating area was created for table and chairs. New flower beds were added 
on all levels and a tumble effect wall through to lawned area of garden. A new 
gate and entrance were created along with stone walls and a water feature. 
Remaining areas were to be paved. A planting scheme was produced  
to complement the garden and enhance the old with the new seamlessly. 

WINNER
Claudia de Yong Designs
Project: Georgian House 

Judges’ Comments: 
Lovely planting and structural work, harmonious and works  
with the old and new unity and excellent levels of workmanship.
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Agents Green  

Project: 12 Elm Cresent

Aura Landscapes Ltd   
Project:Disabled Accessible Garden

Agents Green built a contemporary, modern, prestigious 
garden. Incorporating a water feature, garden office, 
mixed paving with grey granite and pebbles. Plus, raised 
rendered planters with a semi mature planting scheme 
and a floating bench enhanced with LED lighting. A low 
maintenance artificial lawn was requested by the client. 

The client required a useable outdoor living space for 
her disabled husband to be able to enjoy, interact with 
and benefit from. A space to entertain family was also 
a priority when designing. It was designed in mind to 
lead you through three very specific zones. Zone 1 to be 
a sensory area and screen off bin store. Zone 2 to be a 
walk through to an enclosed entertaining area. Zone 3 
a small patio area accessing outhouse. Pergolas were 
added into the design to draw the flow of people through 
each zone. Cedar wood slatted panel fencing was used 
to section off zones without being too enclosed and 
blocking the view down the garden as per the client’s 
request. The client wanted a simple, low maintenance 
and contemporary space. The colour used for the 
planters were chosen to enhance the beauty of the 
natural stone.

Judges’ Comments: 
A well-balanced garden, with good finishes.

Judges’ Comments: 
Nicely done, with a good standard of hard landscaping.
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
Creative Landscape Co
Project: Contemporary Courtyard Garden

The client required a natural, but modern garden space  
to enjoy with family and friends during the day and into the 
evening, and a garden they could ‘leave’ for a month or so 
at a time when travelling. The client regularly entertains 
with family and friends therefore needed to extend the 
eating, seating and chill out area to the outside. It was 
also important to enjoy the view of the garden from the 
house both day and night. The old garden was completely 
unusable and hidden behind curtains. The new design 

Judges’ Comments: 
Difficult site, details in hard landscaping very good, 
generous planting. Good use of grasses to feed you  
through the space. 

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Genesis Construction and Landscapes    
Project:Crown Street

Genesis Construction and Landscapes clients recently 
purchased and renovated their house in the historic centre 
of Bury St Edmunds, which was directly overlooked by a 
neighbour’s balcony. The brief for the project was to transform 
their courtyard garden, injecting style and modern elegance.  
Our clients recently retired and whilst they both enjoy gardening; 
a low maintenance space was what they desired. A place to 
entertain or relax. Most importantly, to have a contemporary 
courtyard garden which excels their children’s city dwelling. 
Raised planters were built to be easily accessible; finished in 
a grey render they perfectly compliment the Zinc finish on the 

Judges’ Comments: 
Nice courtyard, clean and great contrast .

Project Value £20,000 - £35,000

now provides the functional space and privacy required 
to entertain plus a calming atmosphere created by 
sophisticated planting and lighting and enhanced views from 
all angles. Remote control lighting and an outdoor heater 
lamp fitted to a loggia area both extend enjoyment of the 
garden into the evenings and a simple irrigation system on 
a timer helps reduce the maintenance required. The client 
stated that Creative Landscape Co delivered a magnificent 
garden transforming what was a tired and mis-used space.

existing extension. To further capture a contemporary courtyard 
garden, a sawn sandstone paving which was blended into the 
use of a hardwood decking. An Elondo decking was used as it 
has no visible surface fixings, giving it a smooth unblemished 
finish; the pattern gently zig-zags through the paving giving 
the illusion of a wider space towards the rear of the garden. To 
address the overlooking balcony, two large pleached trees were 
planted, these offer a screening canopy whilst maintaining a 
clear stem, therefore not taking up vital space from the patio 
area. To give this garden a final pinch of quirkiness whilst giving 
a subtle nod to the past, black and off white Victorian styled tiles 
were laid immediately outside the kitchen. The tiles are set to the 
internal floor height giving the lower ‘morning coffee’ spot an all 
desirable in-out flowing living space.
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Project Value £20,000 - £35,000

HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Holland Landscapes
Project: Bedford Road

Frogheath Landscapes Ltd 
Project:Bexhill-On-Sea

Holland Landscapes client was fed up with their dark and 
boring decking which made them feel ‘on show’ when they 
sat on it. The client wanted to remove the existing decking 
and take the garden back to its original levels to gain 
some privacy in the garden which backs on to a popular 
country park. The garden still had to be functional, an 
area for eating was important as was a lower area for 
more privacy. They also wanted to incorporate some 
planting to provide colour and some additional privacy. 
The boundary fence to the left also needed to be softened. 
The client asked for a contemporary feel in the garden 
and they wanted it to be fairly low maintenance.  
They also required railings and steps to be designed and 
manufactured, but these were to have a low impact on 
the garden. Black basalt paving from London Stone was 
used in this south facing garden to soften the impact of 
the sun and to suit the style of the house. The walls were 
rendered with K-Rend and the railings and stairs were 
custom made. Lighting was incorporated to highlight the 
stairs, railings and planting at night.

Frogheath Landscapes Ltd clients were a retired 
couple who had recently moved to Bexhill from 
another part of the country. The garden was very 
important to them and the potential of the plot 
had strongly influenced their choice of house.  The 
house was a new build, built on the back garden of 
a neighbouring property. The garden was a regular 
shape with a slight fall to the back corner; overlooked 
by other houses and it had no view worth framing. 
The clients had already built a summerhouse along 
one boundary of the garden. The clients did not 
want a minimalist contemporary layout. Frogheath 
Landscapes Ltd were tasked with creating an 
interesting, colourful, tidy garden to potter around 
in and enjoy. Existing decking was removed and 
replaced with Indian sandstone paving. A patio was 
built outside the summerhouse, to link the two areas 
of paving to create different areas to eat and sit. Paths 
were created around the garden to gain the most 
of the interesting views within the garden. The lawn 
was removed completely and replaced with gravel in 
order to reduce maintenance. A water feature was 
included. The garden was styled on a seaside garden, 
using rocks and gravel with coastal type planting. The 
back boundary was screened with shrubs that will 
eventually grow quite tall and provide a place for a 
small shed. Substantial planting was included to give 
differing heights and views.Judges’ Comments: 

Well done work, good level of hard landscaping. 
Judges’ Comments: 
A huge transformation, the planting has  
really transformed the garden. 
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COMMENDED
Paxman Landscapes UK Limited  Project: Brighouse

Paxman Landscapes UK Limited’s client had a large open aspect 
garden, but wanted to add character, functionality and expand 
their opportunities to enjoy outdoor living. The client also 
wanted to keep maintenance to a minimum so all planting 
and turfed areas needed to work effortlessly with the hard 
landscaped elements to ensure mowing, plant care and 
weeding would be straightforward. Home composting 
solutions and ability to capture rainfall runoff were 
essential. A breakfast terrace was created, with a 
backdrop of water. The circular patio and pathways 
with timber pergola meander to the decking area at 
the rear of the garden. Every element leads from 
sunspot to sunspot, through a timber walkway to 
a decking, flanked by timber panels, renewing 
boundaries with terraces that are linked by a 
mulched step-stone walkway. Retained soil 
borders were refreshed. Paving matches 
throughout with linear and curved border 
details continuing the themes. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A competent transformation.
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Project Value £35,000 - £60,000

The Garden Builders took on the design by Pippa Martlew, of a top floor 
penthouse apartment which was in much need of a makeover to totally 
transform it from its bland past into this fantastic modern space. The old 
softwood decking was replaced with clear grade Cedar deck boards, now 
split on two levels and supported on pedestal feet. Like many small 
terraces storage space is essential. With this in mind the designer 
incorporated three storage benches with Cedar lids so items, such 
as cushions, could be stored away when not needed. The large 
perimeter planters and storage benches were GRP lined and 
finished with a Cedar top and the external sides were rendered in a 
fine textured finish in two grey tones to give a contrast. Lighting, 
using the latest Modux LED light fittings, were installed around 
the terrace and mounted on the rear screening so the terrace 
can also be enjoyed late into the evening. The most awkward 
aspect of constructing this terrace was the access to 
the building where all goods were carried through the 
apartment building and either taken up to the seventh 
floor in the small lifts or staircase. 

WINNER
The Garden Builders 
Project: Arthouse Apartment 

Judges’ Comments: 
Great standard, big transformation from original garden.

Sponsored by
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Creative Landscape Co  

Project: Garden for Country Cottage and Barn, 
South Stoke Oxon

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd   
Project:The All “Round” Garden

Creative Landscape Co created an outdoor living space 
to meet the needs of family life and a dog with traditional 
cottage style planting in keeping with the surroundings. 
The clients required a design solution to create a new 
garden within an existing walled area to link their cottage 
extension and existing barn. The style needed to blend 
with the surrounding buildings and meet planning 
requirements in this country location. An outdoor dining 
area for eight was located away from the house to give the 
clients the sunny aspect they wanted. This new seating 
area creates a central focal point for the courtyard and 
is reached via a new informal gravel path surrounded by 
bold drifts of cottage style planting and herbs to meet 
the client’s love of plants. The gravel paths were cleverly 
designed to mask the odd angles created from the new 
extension and create a physical journey that integrates the 
buildings and garden areas seamlessly. Constructed from 
local stone in keeping with the barn and cottage style, the 
paths bleed into planting creating a self-seeded look and 
lead the eye into the ‘secret’ garden beyond where lawns 
and a vegetable garden lead to meadows and woodland 
beyond. The bland walls on the road side of the house 
needed softening and were transformed by a design of 
diamond climbers inspired by Versailles, planted with a 
combination of roses, lavender and box to enhance the 
approach to this beautiful family home. G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd.’s clients garden was cared for 

but lacking in structure and interest. It clearly became 
obvious that the clients wanted to transform a tidy, but 
featureless garden into a delightful and more useable 
extension to their home. The garden is overlooked on 
three sides, privacy ranked high on the priority list, so 
careful thought had to be given to sensitive screening. 
The clients love to spend time in the garden and wanted 
it to become a much more useable space. They wanted 
a variety of seating areas to be enjoyed at different 
times of the day, and areas ideal for entertaining. 
They wanted a good balance between hard and soft 
landscaping. Choice of plants was very important in 
terms of maturity, structure, colour and all year around 
interest. The garden is a seamless integration of hard 
and soft landscaping. The juxtaposition of natural stone, 
oak timbers, softwood screening and pebbles give mixed 
textures, colours and a structural framework. Pathways 
wind around mirrored circular lawns and lead under 
stunning bespoke metal hoop arches. Deep borders 
allow for stunning planting giving all year around 
interest. Mature trees and shrubs give way to flowering 
herbaceous plants intermingled with foliage specimens 
and fragrant herbs. Subtly positioned mood lighting and 
the sound of gently running water add extra dimensions 
to a garden full of hidden interest. 

Judges’ Comments: 
This was a challenging project and a very appropriate  
and harmonising solution.

Judges’ Comments: 
This garden has great planting and very happy clients  
who can follow the sun around the garden. 

Sponsored by
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COMMENDED

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION:

Arun Landscapes  

Project: Langdown

Arbour Design & Build   Project:Sensory Garden

The brief for the garden was to create a practical yet 
stylish garden which provided a place for the family to 
work, play and relax, after all it was a family garden 
just yards from the beach. The oak framed garden 
building which houses an office and bicycle storage is 
linked to the house by a broad gravel pathetic bounded 
on both sides with modern planting. The line of the 
path directs the eye along the length of the garden 
whilst providing privacy from neighbouring properties.  
Paved terraces using sawn York stone at either end of 
the garden provide the family with areas to entertain 
and BBQ, and there are discrete seating areas (softly 
lit at night?) along the garden too. The planting whilst 
stylish, is designed to be drought resistant and able to 
cope with the coastal conditions. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A wonderful scheme following a strong brief.

Sponsored byProject Value £35,000 - £60,000
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Project Value £60,000 - £100,000

Living Landscapes were given the brief to construct a new rear garden 
area.  Making better use of the space available and also dealing with the 
varying heights of the garden.  The family required a larger seating area 

and areas where they could have a degree of privacy by introducing rooms 
to the design.  The curves for the garden extend from a central point where 

the water feature is located. This project required the laying of two main 
surfaces, which needed to interact with each other well.  Steps required to 

lift up to upper levels.  Setting out had a single point where the water feature 
is located so all curves on the walls and subsequent beds are set out to this 

curve.  As water pressure was low an underground tank was installed, with an 
auto water top up to run the irrigation system.  Finally, the garden was turfed. 

WINNER
Living Landscapes 

Project: Quarry House 

Judges’ Comments: 
Clean, neat operator, nice stone work,  

beautiful planting and more of a complete scheme.
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Project Value £60,000 - £100,000

HIGHLY COMMENDED 
The Garden Builders   Project: Devonshire Place

The Garden Builders completed the project designed by Todd 
Longstaff-Gowan Landscape Architects; the garden comprised 
of curved brick walls of varying heights and matching brick 
patio floor. Due to access issues through the house all 
materials were crane lifted up onto the roof in stages to meet 
the requirements set out by the structural engineer so as 
not to point load areas of the terrace. Protection layers 
and filter drainage board were laid before the Vande 
Moortel brick walls were constructed on lightweight 
Lytag concrete footings. The patio bricks were laid over 
a free draining 3-6mm sub-base before being finished 
with a fine jointing sand. Due to weight loading 
restrictions deep planting beds were part filled with 
Filcore polystyrene to reduce the overall soil depth 
and lightweight growing media installed prior to 
planting. Large specimen trees were craned up 
before being deadman anchored into position 
and vast amounts of shrubs, climbers and 
bulbs planted including small plug plants 
neatly positioned within the open brick voids. 
Spot lights and overhead lantern lighting 
brought the terrace alive at night and 
finished off an amazing looking terrace.

Judges’ Comments: 
Very technical job, lovely planting  
placement and appreciative of the  
challenging constraints of the location.
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Project Value £100,000 - £200,000

The Gardenmakers formed a garden that blended in structural 
borders and created softer lines set in areas of lawns and 
terracing to complement the property, to encompass the landscape 
and views beyond. A garden of contemporary style incorporating a 
mixed medium of hard landscaping materials and colourful borders 
of shrubs and flowers. The client wanted the garden to be used for 
relaxation and enjoyment and to be visually interesting through all the 
seasons, through the incorporation of terraces, outside dining for family 
and friends, a built-in covered BBQ area, a rill with bell fountains, garden 
lighting. Areas of interest and focal points were also included with tree 
planting, pots, urns, benches, sculptures, and screening of the treatment 
rooms was managed with horizontal slatted fencing. Trees, hedges and 
shrubs were planted to give protection from exposure to wind. Planting of 
trees, shrubs, perennials and bulbs enhanced the garden and borders adding 
colour, textural interest and leaf variance. Substantial hard landscaping was 
undertaken in this project including a large area of sawn York stone paving 
and a large semi-circular rill. Lawn, border and rill edging from sawn stone, 
new tumbled York stone setts. Cotswold dry stone walling and lawn and border 
creation. Irrigation and lighting were also installed. 

WINNER
The Gardenmakers 
Project: Vale Farm 

Judges’ Comments: 
A huge undertaking – really nice paving and dry 
stone walling and depth of planted boarders – 
stunning. Very nice scheme showing confidence. 
Works with the property; clients very happy. 

Sponsored by
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Project Value £100,000 - £200,000

HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Frosts Landscape Construction Ltd
Project: Saltmarsh

Genesis Construction and Landscapes  
Project: Fordham Project 

The client wanted the front drive space to be open, simple 
and uncluttered to allow parking of several vehicles with 
easy turning. The client has an enthusiasm for plants 
with an emphasis on texture and floral interest. Desirable 
features were: open air spa area, lawn, improved access 
throughout garden, improved views across surrounding 
countryside to the sea and improved privacy from the 
public highway on the western boundary. In all other 
respects the design brief was open, but with the overall 
desire to create a convincing sense of place for the 
property and allow a journey through the garden around 
the house. This is a whole garden scheme encompassing 
the entire grounds at Saltmarsh and includes paving, 
resin bound surfacing, sleeper and gabion revetments, 
decking, fencing, planting, turf and arboriculture works.

Genesis Construction and Landscapes clients were 
in the process of moving back into Bury St Edmunds. 
Having purchased a house that required complete 
renovation they made the decision to have the 
garden landscaped before the building work was 
complete. Previously they had focused solely on their 
house renovations and the landscaping was always 
neglected, this time they wanted a luxurious outdoor 
space. Being keen subscribers to house and home 
style magazines, they were able to get in touch with 
us confident that we could deliver a contemporary 
designer garden. Having seen our national award 
winning garden in Cambridge, our clients wanted to 
follow suit with a contemporary garden design and 
build. Being rather ‘outdoorsy’ people they wanted 
spaces to relax, play, entertain and explore. Taking 
inspiration from the symmetry of the client’s house, 
a garden was designed that celebrated the use of 
straight lines and mirroring. For the most part the 
garden is perfectly balanced with the pond and water 
feature footprint mirroring the footprint of the upper 
level decking and hot tub space. Using clean sharp 
materials, a contrast was created using light and dark 
from the paving to the decking. High end, long lasting 
materials were essential to complete this beautiful 
outdoor space. To break up the vast amount of patio 
on the lower level the patio was floated seamlessly 
into the hardwood Elondo decking; garden lighting was 
used to subtly highlight plants and features at night, 
giving this garden height and depth all day long. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A job well executed with a lovely choice of material, 
and planting with timber work sympathetic to 
house. Crisp and great installation, clean job, 
beautiful gabions and lattice work on doors.  
All work appropriate to the style of the house. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Timber work finished really well and paving is the main 
focus, nice manhole cover, nicely done benches. 

Sponsored by
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Linden Landscapes Domestic Gardens
Project: A Garden in Sevenoaks, Kent

The Garden Builders  
Project: Ingram Avenue 

Linden landscapes Domestic Gardens clients found their 
garden difficult to negotiate and use in their leisure time. 
The steps and paths were quite dangerous, especially 
at night, and there were few usable spaces due to the 
slopes. The client asked if Linden Landscapes Domestic 
Gardens could design in a large, flat, paved platform 
above and close to the house that would have no more 
than six steps up to it, and be large enough to entertain, 
with enough space for a small marquee. They wanted the 
old concrete cesspit removed from the drive area and 
the drive widened and extended. We sought and obtained 
planning permission for the garden (which is in an 
AONB) and utilised the services of a structural engineer 
due to the large amount of engineering works next to the 
house on the downside of the property. The client was 
aware that the large trees on the property may pose a 
problem and we called in a tree consultant to advise on 
protection zones for the trees. The clients were keen to 
have interest on all four sides of the property and were 
aware that we would inevitably need to design in a fair 
amount of planting due to the large areas of banking that 
would result from the topographical changes required 
to facilitate the brief. They understood that it would be 
a very difficult site logistically due to the pinch points 
around the house, trees and other pre-existing features, 
and we were pleased that they offered us the opportunity 
to realise their brief. This was an interesting multi-level 
site with severe constraints in terms of movement 
through the site, planning, mature trees, client access 
during the build and a difficult topography. Overcoming 
the obstacles in the planning and development of this 
garden was the challenge and our clients were delighted 
with the outcome. 

The Garden Builders client’s main brief was to achieve 
a logical and attractive series of tiers to get from new 
house level to main lawn level whilst working around 
tree protection zones and boundary complications. 
The main terrace sits on top of a large basement 
pool room so were worked closely with the main 
building contractor and the architect to make sure 
all water proofing and structural tolerances where 
adhered to. Working closely with their designers to 
achieve the largest possible expanses of stone for 
the feature main steps with discreet detailing such 
as bull-nose edging and drip grooves. Each column 
weighed in excess of 1500kg and was over 3700mm 
long and included chamfered corners details with 
both metal anchoring underground and fixing points 
on top of the columns. To provide a contrast in stone 
and texture, the wet wall element of the water feature 
stone was chosen a Cornish Delabole slate. This was 
hand crafted to create a smooth but natural surface 
to allow the water to give more drama as it washed 
down the face of the stone. Due to the nature of the 
local soil a complicated land drainage pipework for 
both lawn and planting area was designed. These 
would have their own dedicated soak away collection 
points in order to quickly alleviate standing water 
from the planted and lawn areas. Lighting was 
hugely important to this project. The client uses the 
house and garden to entertain for both business and 
personal use throughout the year. Therefore, an LED 
scheme was designed to enhance all elements of 
the garden, both natural and man-made. Working 
with garden designer, Lynne Marcus throughout the 
project to ensure that planting was completed at the 
correct times for both the plants and the associated 
landscape works. A challenging project in terms of 
understanding and interpreting the levels and making 
these work with the existing landscape. Another 
challenge was working in close proximity with the 
main contractor asThe Garden Builders often had to 
come off site so they could complete works in order 
for the landscaping element to continue. The rear 
garden works formed an integral part of the complete 
redevelopment of the property.

Judges’ Comments: 
Bit of a logistical feat. Awkward steep site, but enough 
space for a machine. A high level of planning permission 
was requested. Client was over the moon with finish  
of the project. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Nice scheme and clients happy, sympathetic planting. 
Reasonable price, very competent.
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
Waratah Gardens
Project: The Gardeners Garden

Waratah Gardens worked on a project where the house 
had had major building work in recent years and left the 
garden looking very plain and featureless. The client is a 
very passionate gardener and had chosen a lovely Alitex 
greenhouse which she wanted incorporated into a new 
garden layout to include areas for dining and entertaining 
and also quieter areas for sitting in the garden. A large 
formal lawn with room enough for hosting large parties 
with the use of a marque. Also very keen and some 
vegetable beds.A real collaborative effort in creating a truly 
wonderful garden. Having been engaged by designers Amy 

Judges’ Comments: 
Excellent planting palette – still flowering and looking great  
in autumn. Paving laid well and look good very competent.  
Scale of the project fits the garden and it has a really nice feel.

COMMENDED
Kingston Landscape Group Ltd    
Project:The Dragonfly garden

Kingston landscape Group Ltd carries out external 
landscaping improvement works across the site, including the 
creation of a new children’s and baby memorial garden within 
the rear formal garden and the reforming of a front circular 
feature. KLG were tasked with transforming a neglected area 
of Mortlake Crematorium into a memorial garden for babies 
and children, providing parents with a tranquil refuge in 
which to both say goodbye and to remember their loved ones. 
Based on the story Water Bugs and Dragonflies by Doris 
Stickley, it celebrates the transformation of the bug that left 
his friends behind to become a dragonfly. By mixing hard and 
soft landscaping to reflect the dragonfly’s story, working in 
difficult ground conditions and restricted access. As this was 
a working crematorium work was frequently interrupted to 
maintain a respectful silence during services.

Judges’ Comments: 
Followed set brief and client very happy with outcome.

and Teresa to carry out the build, first a 3D model was put 
together to help visualise the finished garden. The client is 
a very knowledgeable gardener and was quite involved in 
the whole process. Everyone brought different skills and 
knowledge and it all came together to create both practical 
and beautiful spaces to spend time in Flagstones with brick 
inlay details helped give the garden a traditional feel and 
complemented the gorgeous greenhouse from Alitex and 
the handsome rose arches from Harrod Horticulture. Large 
Lawn steps leading up to a formal lawn surrounded by 
different styles of planting. Traditional herbaceous borders , 
prairie style grasses and a woodland walk. 

Project Value £100,000 - £200,000 Sponsored by
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The Garden Builders client requested a complete re-design and rebuild of their 
large suburban garden - front, rear and basement. The client asked for direct 
access to their basement swimming pool via the garden, so a basement 
garden was designed and built. Plus, a loggia for cooking and entertaining 
and plenty of lawn for their two young boys. Aesthetically, symmetry was  
a must, a semi-traditional, formal style with a plant colour palette limited 
too green and white.  

WINNER
The Garden Builders 
Project: Red Gables

Judges’ Comments: 
This garden met the client brief, providing a beautiful scheme, 
with a good level of paving. A very competent scheme.

Project Value over £200,000

Sponsored by
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COMMENDED

COMMENDED

Living Landscapes 
Project: 3 Montrose Gardens

Outdoor Creations   
Project: Moorlands

Living Landscapes client’s brief was given to the design 
company, our landscape designs.  The initial brief was 
to pave the rear garden area, provide planting and cut 
in new beds.  Once work was started on site it was clear 
that further work was required to bring the rest of the 
garden up to the standard of the new landscaping work. 
Living Landscapes helped assist our landscape designs 
in discussing with the client how much further Living 
Landscapes could take the landscaping and what styles 
could be achieved.  Living Landscapes recommended 
horizontal slatted fencing, sourced from a local timber 
mill.  The style suited the overall feel of the garden.  The 
screening was continued with the fire pit area also. The 
BBQ was designed by Living Landscapes with inspiration 
taken from a photo of what was to be achieved, opting for 
a block work construction with a micro-cement finish, 
giving the BBQ its sleek black look.  Direct gas and power 
was installed.

Outdoor Creations client’s garden was originally 
much larger, being reduced in the past by the 
construction of the neighbouring houses, and lacked 
cohesion and balance. It was also rather separated 
from the house, being difficult to access and lacking 
destinations and route ways to entice you outside. The 
slopes were challenging, though the compensation 
of the view looking east, and a key issue was to give 
access into the garden in a gentler, less utilitarian 
way. The garden was structured and organised, with 
softening coming from full and relaxed planting. 
Starting at the front, access to the house is quite 
difficult with a steep, narrow drive that runs across 
the façade of the house, preventing easy parking or 
turning. The front garden was changed to create a 
better setting for the house and a stronger sense of 
arrival, with planted borders to soften to the effect 
and enhance the front door. The area of lawn further 
up the garden (formally an old tennis court), was a 
very useful flat area of ground. Access to the rear 
garden was possible at either end of the house, with 
the north side providing utility access via a ramped 
path. Materials used to construct the garden were 
appropriate to the aesthetic, using natural materials 
such as stone, brick, gravel and timber to create a 
hierarchy of paths and steps giving access around the 
garden. Naturalised bulbs and flowering trees were 
used alongside topiary for structure, but balanced with 
softer herbaceous plants and flowering shrubs. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Just right for entertaining – paving very good, 
excellent. Planting done well, good workmanship.

Judges’ Comments: 
Lovely garden and planting sympathetic to surroundings, 
a challenging site and wonderful transformation. 

Project Value over £200,000 Sponsored by
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Hard Landscaping

Original Landscapes Ltd took on the project when the design was in place 
and advised on all material use and methods of construction. The garden 

needed to fit in with the house which was a three storey stucco terrace 
in a commanding position according to its listed status. The project 

was a complete makeover of the large, steeply sloped garden. It 
involved the removal of around 450 tonnes of spoil to enable terracing, 

retaining walls, a pool near to the house and a vegetable/flower 
garden further up connected by a less formal lawned area. All work 
apart from the lighting and pool coating was carried out by Original 

Landscapes Ltd. The paving used was a self-faced York stone 
which has an aged appearance even when new and contrasts 

well with the sawn York stone copings. The walls are of random 
Purbeck stone, from along the coast and is used a lot locally, 

indeed some of the original paving in the garden was Purbeck 
flagstones which were re-used at the front of the new garage. 
Trees and hedges were planted for the clients who wanted to 

choose and plant the rest of the garden themselves. 

WINNER
Original Landscapes Ltd 

Project: Pensylvania Park 

Judges’ Comments: 
Ambitious transformation of a sloping garden in to usable 

terraces. Necessitated a high level of skill in planning, 
construction and appropriate choice of materials.

Sponsored by
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Warnes-McGarr & Co Ltd  Project: Gormley

Arun Landscapes  Project: Kingsbury

Warnes-McGarr & Co Ltd transformed a small garden into 
a contemporary outdoor kitchen garden. Using multiple 
levels and a mixture of porcelain paving, timber and shingle 
to create different areas within the garden. Using soft 
landscaping to embellish the hard with living ivy screens, 
trees and subtle planting. 

Arun Landscapes utilised an obsolete 
children’s play area to create an adult space, 

which forms an extension to the house and 
will possibly be linked to the property in the 

long term. The client wanted the new area to 
provide a ‘Club’ atmosphere and allow for all year 
around use for both day and evening entertaining 

for both family and friends. Cooking facilities were 
an integral part of the brief and sofas and hi-fi etc, 
were to be incorporated as standard. The area was 

to be linked with the remaining garden with simplistic 
planting and soft landscaping. Arun Landscapes 

cleared away the existing raised children’s play area, and 
constructed a millboard deck with a sandstone surround. 

This was flanked on all sides with rendered retaining 
walls and a border of sandstone paving. A Renson building 

was erected, with an outdoor kitchen that was rendered 
and finished with a granite work surface. Subtle lighting and 

planting were used to soften the area. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A very crisp and clean transformation.

Judges’ Comments: 
Clean lines and detailing; excellent execution. 

Sponsored byHard Landscaping
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Aura landscapes Ltd   
Project: Natural Stone Driveway, Sandhurst

Arbour Design & Build   
Project: Bushey

The client required a bespoke one of a kind well 
designed driveway that no-one else would have. 
They wanted to use natural stone products over 

concrete products, due to its long lasting kerb appeal 
owing to it never fading and its hardwearing nature. 

The client also wanted a driveway space to be created 
that would fit at least three vehicles on it. The original 
driveway was unsightly and sloped unsympathetically 

towards the house, the client wanted the driveway to be 
more accessible and aesthetically pleasing by creating 

a flatter finish following the contours of the property and 
surrounding factors. To create this flatter finish stone steps 

had to be created to access the rear of the property and 
footpath. The driveway transformation was constructed using 

natural stone products. The products used were Marshalls 
Magnasetts in Autumn Gold and Silver Dusk and Fairstone 

Hareena, Golden Sand Multi and Autumn Bronze driveway setts. 
These products are all natural stone products that complement 

each other well. As the design was required to be unusual it was 
important that colours were considered also, therefore a two tone 

effect was used of the same product in different colour variations as 
a feature curving through the middle of the area. 

Arbour Design & Build were asked to produce a modern styled 
garden focusing especially around the swimming pool area, 
with exciting planting and lighting. A must for the clients 
was a garden that would look good for most of the year.  
Arbour Design & Build were recommended to the client 
by a fellow garden maintenance company to come in and 
modernise the rear garden after many years of neglect. 
With the help of designer Elaine, Arbour Design  
& Build produced a new plan that featured  
a new swimming pool, decked sun bathing area, 
new planting, large new paved areas, new lighting, 
an irrigation system and much more.

Judges’ Comments: 
Well executed

Judges’ Comments: 
Very competent work, excellent finish.
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
Aura Landscapes Ltd
Project: Disabled Accessible Garden 

The client required a useable outdoor living space for 
her disabled husband to be able to enjoy, interact with 
and benefit from. A space to entertain family was also a 
priority when designing. It was designed in mind to lead you 
through three very specific zones. Zone 1 to be a sensory 
area and screen off bin store. Zone 2 to be a walk through 

Judges’ Comments: 
Nicely done, with a good standard of hard landscaping.

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Conquest Hard Landscaping     
Project:In the Night Garden

Due to the size of the gardens around the house the clients 
wanted something completely maintenance free but were 
torn with the idea of having no green at the front of the house, 
mainly due to the size of their dark driveway and lack of 
planting behind. The client also wanted paving that was easy 
to clean and lighting if it worked. The client was un-sure on 
what would work and needed inspiring, the rest was left to us 
to point out its initial problems and work with their tastes and 
house style. The challenge for Conquest Hard Landscaping 
was the fact that the first point of direction led you straight to 
the kitchen door which is directly in front of you where you look 
in. With this in mind the curve was proposed and some raised 
platforms featured to stage and break up this flat expanse. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Very neat job made of sweeping path and good  
workmanship working to specification.  
Beautifully executed hard landscaping in project. 

to an enclosed entertaining area. Zone 3 a small patio area 
accessing outhouse. Pergolas were added into the design 
to draw the flow of people through each zone. Cedar wood 
slatted panel fencing was used to section off zones without 
being too enclosed and blocking the view down the garden 
as per the client’s request. The client wanted a simple, low 
maintenance and contemporary space. The colour used 
for the planters were chosen to enhance the beauty of the 
natural stone.

Sponsored byHard Landscaping
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
Holland Landscapes
Project: Bedford Road

Holland Landscapes client was fed up with their dark and 
boring decking which made them feel ‘on show’ when they 
sat on it. The client wanted to remove the existing decking 
and take the garden back to its original levels to gain some 
privacy in the garden which backs on to a popular country 
park. The garden still had to be functional, an area for 
eating was important as was a lower area for more privacy. 
They also wanted to incorporate some planting to provide 
colour and some additional privacy.  

Judges’ Comments: 
Well done work, good level of hard landscaping.

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Oakley Landscapes Ltd     
Project: A Garden in Sheen

Oakley Landscapes Ltd client’s garden was very overgrown and 
the paving was in poor condition. The client wanted new paving 
with several different sitting areas. The overgrown shrubs 
and some trees needed removing. The client asked for easy 
maintenance trees and shrubs to be planted which would give 
them interest throughout the year. It was important to them 
to open the whole garden out with a large expanse of lawn. 
Although Oakley Landscapes Ltd started out with a plan, which 
they mainly stuck to, as the work progressed, the client would 
ask for different features to be added. This meant that Oakley 
Landscapes Ltd had to on some occasions think quickly how 

Judges’ Comments: 
Skilled finish and well implemented.

The boundary fence to the left also needed to be softened.  
The client asked for a contemporary feel in the garden  
and they wanted it to be fairly low maintenance.  
They also required railings and steps to be designed and 
manufactured, but these were to have a low impact on the 
garden. Black basalt paving from London Stone was used 
in this south facing garden to soften the impact of the sun 
and to suit the style of the house. The walls were rendered 
with K-Rend and the railings and stairs were custom made. 
Lighting was incorporated to highlight the stairs, railings 
and planting at night. 

such ideas could be incorporated. The client decided that they 
would like a summerhouse in one corner and to extend the 
sitting area by the existing pond which had to be incorporated 
into the design. As the house had straight lines and angles 
on the 45-degree this principle was applied to the paving. The 
site had huge access problems as the house was at the end 
of a narrow drive, making it impossible to get skips or delivery 
lorries through. Everything that was dug out had to be removed 
by dumper or wheelbarrow to the road and all paving, turf and 
materials had to be either put into the dumper or onto our 
own small van so that everything was double handled. Oakley 
Landscapes Ltd described the project as very enjoyable and 
creative process working with the client to give them the garden 
they wanted. 
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COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd  

Project: The All “Round” Garden

The Gardenmakers  Project: Vale Farm

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd.’s clients garden was cared for, 
but lacking in structure and interest. They wanted a variety 
of seating areas to be enjoyed at different times of the 
day, and areas ideal for entertaining. They wanted a good 
balance between hard and soft landscaping. The garden 
is a seamless integration of hard and soft landscaping. 
The juxtaposition of natural stone, oak timbers, softwood 
screening and pebbles give mixed textures, colours and 
a structural framework. Pathways wind around mirrored 
circular lawns and lead under stunning bespoke metal 
hoop arches. Deep borders allow for stunning planting 
giving all year around interest. Mature trees and shrubs 
give way to flowering herbaceous plants intermingled with 
foliage specimens and fragrant herbs.

The Gardenmakers formed a garden that blended in structural borders and created softer lines 
set in areas of lawns and terracing to complement the property, to encompass the landscape 
and views beyond. A garden of contemporary style incorporating a mixed medium of hard 
landscaping materials and colourful borders of shrubs and flowers. The client wanted the 
garden to be used for relaxation and enjoyment and to be visually interesting through all the 
seasons, through the incorporation of terraces, outside dining for family and friends, a built-
in covered BBQ area, a rill with bell fountains, garden lighting. Areas of interest and focal 
points were also included with tree planting, pots, urns, benches, sculptures, and screening 
of the treatment rooms was managed with horizontal slatted fencing. Trees, hedges and 
shrubs were planted to give protection from exposure to wind. Planting of trees, shrubs, 
perennials and bulbs enhanced the garden and borders adding colour, textural interest 
and leaf variance. Substantial hard landscaping was undertaken in this project including 
a large area of sawn York stone paving and a large semi-circular rill. Lawn, border and 
rill edging from sawn stone, new tumbled York stone setts. Cotswold dry stone walling 
and lawn and border creation. Irrigation and lighting were also installed.

Judges’ Comments: 
A very crisp and clean transformation.

Judges’ Comments: 
A huge undertaking – really nice paving and dry stone walling and depth of 
planted boarders – stunning. Very nice scheme showing confidence. Works with 
the property; clients very happy. 

Sponsored byHard Landscaping

COMMENDED
Conquest Hard Landscaping 
Project: Linear Style Driveway

Conquest Hard landscaping created a modern 
contemporary finish driveway. The client desired something 
that wasn’t too busy and would complement the style of 
house in colour and size. A new driveway was constructed 
with edging detail all the way around the driveway, and 
new steps were built within the drive. Discreet drains 
were installed due to concern over the shape and design 
of the steps which ended up being broken up nicely with 
the planter. The clients were very happy with the finished 
project. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Competent finish and nicely executed job.
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Frogheath Landscapes Ltd clients were a retired couple who had recently 
moved to Bexhill from another part of the country. The garden was very 
important to them and the potential of the plot had   strongly influenced their 
choice of house.  The house was a new build, built on the back garden of 
a neighbouring property. The garden was a regular shape with a slight 
fall to the back corner; overlooked by other houses and it had no view 
worth framing. The clients had already built a summerhouse along 
one boundary of the garden. The clients did not want a minimalist 
contemporary layout. Frogheath Landscapes Ltd were tasked with 
creating an interesting, colourful, tidy garden to potter around in 
and enjoy. Existing decking was removed and replaced with Indian 
sandstone paving. A patio was built outside the summerhouse, to 
link the two areas of paving to create different areas to eat and 
sit. Paths were created around the garden to gain the most of 
the interesting views within the garden. The lawn was removed 
completely and replaced with gravel in order to reduce 
maintenance. A water feature was included. The garden was 
styled on a seaside garden, using rocks and gravel with 
coastal type planting. The back boundary was screened 
with shrubs that will eventually grow quite tall and 
provide a place for a small shed. Substantial planting 
was included to give differing heights and views. 

WINNER
Frogheath Landscapes Ltd  
Project: Bexhill-On-Sea

Judges’ Comments: 
Stunning planting perfectly complementing the garden.

Sponsored by

Soft Landscaping
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Creative Landscape Co 
Project: Garden for Country Cottage and Barn,  
South Stoke Oxon

Claudia de Yong Designs   
Project: Georgian House

Creative Landscape Co created an outdoor living space 
to meet the needs of family life and a dog with traditional 
cottage style planting in keeping with the surroundings. 
The clients required a design solution to create a new 
garden within an existing walled area to link their cottage 
extension and existing barn. The style needed to blend 
with the surrounding buildings and meet planning 
requirements in this country location. An outdoor dining 
area for eight was located away from the house to give the 
clients the sunny aspect they wanted. This new seating 
area creates a central focal point for the courtyard and 
is reached via a new informal gravel path surrounded by 
bold drifts of cottage style planting and herbs to meet 
the client’s love of plants. The gravel paths were cleverly 
designed to mask the odd angles created from the new 
extension and create a physical journey that integrates 
the buildings and garden areas seamlessly. Constructed 
from local stone in keeping with the barn and cottage 
style, the paths bleed into planting creating a self-seeded 
look and lead the eye into the ‘Secret’ garden beyond 
where lawns and a vegetable garden lead to meadows 
and woodland beyond. The bland walls on the road side 
of the house needed softening and were transformed 
by a design of diamond climbers inspired by Versailles, 
planted with a combination of roses, lavender and box to 
enhance the approach to this beautiful family home.

Claudia de Yong Designs were tasked with 
transforming a tired garden. The project involved 
demolishing existing brick walls, paved areas, steps 
and raised beds. Removing tons of paving, soil, 
brickwork etc and cart by hand to a skip on the road. 
Building three new terraces with new steps up to 
lawned area with very difficult access. Good drainage 
was installed under lower terrace due to cellar below. 
A seating area was created for table and chairs. New 
flower beds were added on all levels and a tumble 
effect wall through to lawned area of garden. A new 
gate and entrance were created along with stone walls 
and water feature. Remaining areas were to be paved. 
Planting scheme was produced to compliment the 
garden and enhance the old with the new seamlessly.

Judges’ Comments: 
The planting really brought the space together and 
is a crucial element to the success of the project. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Lovely planting and structural work, harmonious and 
works with the old and new unity and excellent levels of 
workmanship. 

Sponsored bySoft Landscaping



APL Awards 2017   35www.landscaper.org.uk

HIGHLY COMMENDED

COMMENDED

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd 
Project: The All “Round” Garden

Creative Landscape Co   
Project: Contemporary Courtyard Garden 

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd.’s clients garden was cared for, 
but lacking in structure and interest. It clearly became 
obvious that the clients wanted to transform a tidy, but 
featureless garden into a delightful and more useable 
extension to their home. The garden is overlooked on 
three sides, privacy ranked high on the priority list, so 
careful thought had to be given to sensitive screening. 
The clients love to spend time in the garden and wanted 
it to become a much more useable space. They wanted 
a variety of seating areas to be enjoyed at different times 
of the day, and areas ideal for entertaining. They wanted 
a good balance between hard and soft landscaping. 
Choice of plants was very important in terms of maturity, 
structure, colour and all year around interest. The garden 
is a seamless integration of hard and soft landscaping. 
The juxtaposition of natural stone, oak timbers, softwood 
screening and pebbles give mixed textures, colours and 
a structural framework. Pathways wind around mirrored 
circular lawns and lead under stunning bespoke metal 
hoop arches. Deep borders allow for stunning planting 
giving all year around interest. Mature trees and shrubs 
give way to flowering herbaceous plants intermingled with 
foliage specimens and fragrant herbs. Subtly positioned 
mood lighting and the sound of gently running water add 
extra dimensions to a garden full of hidden interest. 

The client required a natural, but modern garden 
space to enjoy with family and friends during the day 
and into the evening, and a garden they could ‘leave’ 
for a month or so at a time when travelling. The client 
regularly entertains with family and friends therefore 
needed to extend the eating, seating and chill out 
area to the outside. It was also important to enjoy 
the view of the garden from the house both day and 
night. The old garden was completely unusable and 
hidden behind curtains. The new design now provides 
the functional space and privacy required to entertain 
plus a calming atmosphere created by sophisticated 
planting and lighting and enhanced views from all 
angles. Remote control lighting and an outdoor heater 
lamp fitted to a loggia area both extend enjoyment of 
the garden into the evenings and a simple irrigation 
system on a timer helps reduce the maintenance 
required. The client stated that Creative Landscape Co 
delivered a magnificent garden transforming what was 
a tired and mis-used space.

Judges’ Comments: 
This garden has great planting and very happy 
clients who can follow the sun around the garden. . 

Judges’ Comments: 
Difficult site, details in hard landscaping very good, 
generous planting. Good use of grasses to feed you 
through the space. 
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Overall Design & Build

Creative Landscape Co created an outdoor living space to meet the needs 
of family life and a dog with traditional cottage style planting in keeping 
with the surroundings. The clients required a design solution to create a 
new garden within an existing walled area to link their cottage extension and 
existing barn. The style needed to blend with the surrounding buildings and 
meet planning requirements in this country location. An outdoor dining area 
for eight was located away from the house to give the clients the sunny aspect 
they wanted. This new seating area creates a central focal point for the courtyard 
and is reached via a new informal gravel path surrounded by bold drifts of cottage 
style planting and herbs to meet the client’s love of plants. The gravel paths were 
cleverly designed to mask the odd angles created from the new extension and 
create a physical journey that integrates the buildings and garden areas seamlessly. 
Constructed from local stone in keeping with the barn and cottage style, the paths 
bleed into planting creating a self-seeded look and lead the eye into the ‘Secret’ garden 
beyond where lawns and a vegetable garden lead to meadows and woodland beyond. 
The bland walls on the road side of the house needed softening and were transformed by 
a design of diamond climbers inspired by Versailles, planted with a combination of roses, 
lavender and box to enhance the approach to this beautiful family home. 

WINNER
Creative Landscape Co
Project: Garden for Country Cottage and Barn, South Stoke Oxon 

Judges’ Comments: 
This was a challenging project and a very appropriate and harmonising solution.  

Sponsored by
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Creative Landscape Co  

Project: Contemporary Courtyard Garden

DCKG Landscapes    
Project: Outdoor Room

The client required a natural, but modern garden space to 
enjoy with family and friends during the day and into the 
evening, and a garden they could ‘leave’ for a month or so 
at a time when travelling. The client regularly entertains 
with family and friends therefore needed to extend the 
eating, seating and chill out area to the outside. It was 
also important to enjoy the view of the garden from the 
house both day and night. The old garden was completely 
unusable and hidden behind curtains. The new design 
now provides the functional space and privacy required 
to entertain plus a calming atmosphere created by 
sophisticated planting and lighting and enhanced views 
from all angles. Remote control lighting and an outdoor 
heater lamp fitted to a loggia area both extend enjoyment 
of the garden into the evenings and a simple irrigation 
system on a timer helps reduce the maintenance required. 
The client stated that Creative Landscape Co delivered a 
magnificent garden transforming what was a tired and 
mis-used space. 

DCKG Landscape were tasked with creating an outdoor 
space to compliment the new internal living area. The 
client wanted an extension of their internal living space, 
DCKG Landscape’s solution was an outdoor room, using 
paving and horizontal fencing to frame the garden and 
a living wall as a feature. There were access problems 
in this garden due to it being surrounded on all sides by 
neighbouring gardens, these were overcome by talking 
to all parties involved. All deliveries and work carried out 
had to be carefully co-ordinated as the only access point 
was a small side gate. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A well-balanced garden, with good finishes.

Judges’ Comments: 
Seamless transformation, the perfect outdoor room. 
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COMMENDED

COMMENDED

The Garden Builders
Project: Burkeman

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd  Project: The All “Round” Garden

The Garden Builders had the idea of using corten 
in a garden as the colour of this material was ideal 
alongside an outside fire. This slotted in really well to 
the initial design and the corten complimented the dark 
charred driftwood cladding installed onto the vertical 
faces of the external terrace walls. The long and narrow 
spaces, made for a difficult, challenging project, with 
the client being absolutely thrilled with the end result.

G-Scapes of Lichfield Ltd.’s clients garden was cared for, but 
lacking in structure and interest.They wanted a good balance 
between hard and soft landscaping. Choice of plants was very 
important in terms of maturity, structure, colour and all year 
around interest. The garden is a seamless integration of hard and 
soft landscaping. The juxtaposition of natural stone, oak timbers, 
softwood screening and pebbles give mixed textures, colours and 
a structural framework. Pathways wind around mirrored circular 
lawns and lead under stunning bespoke metal hoop arches. Deep 
borders allow for stunning planting giving all year around interest. 
Mature trees and shrubs give way to flowering herbaceous plants 
intermingled with foliage specimens and fragrant herbs. Judges’ 
Comments: This garden has great planting and very happy clients 
who can follow the sun around the garden.

Judges’ Comments: 
Tasteful transformation, with the planting  
softening the project. 

COMMENDED
RG Landscape & Construction Ltd 
Project: Earl Soham

RG Landscape & Construction Ltd’s client wanted 
a pleasant recreational garden within the existing 
walled garden, whilst being mindful that it is further 
retained within the curtilage of a 400-year-old house. 
Parking was something that required addressing  
as suitable parking for 4/5 cars was needed.  
The magnolia was permanent and therefore required 
designing around it. A full restoration of the folly was 
undertaken including re-building of the curved walls.

Judges’ Comments: 
Started with a derelict space, the finish is in keeping with 
the brief and tastefully done. Good hard landscaping with 
reclaimed material. 

Sponsored byOverall Design & Build

CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION

Arbour Design & Build
Project: Sensory Garden

Paxman Landscapes UK Limited
Project: Wakefield Road Lepton

Judges’ Comments: 
This garden has great planting and very happy 
clients who can follow the sun around the garden.
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Garden Feature

Arun Landscapes were asked to undertake a sympathetic restoration 
of the building, separating it into two spaces – one for relaxing and the 
other for working. This was to be achieved by creating brick pathways 

and a seating area, with sun blinds to create the correct amount 
of light and shade. The building was intended to be used all year 

around, with pot plants rearranged seasonally to create different 
settings. All of the moving parts of the greenhouse were removed 
and restored, this included the side and roof vents, as well as all 

the metal winches and levers. 50% of the glass was replaced, 
as well as 10% of the overhead beams that were rotten.  

The whole building was re- painted with specialised paint 
and a brick paved floor. The building received new staging 

and gutters – as well as new blinds and restored water.

WINNER
Arun Landscapes 

Project: Beharrel

Judges’ Comments: 
A very sympathetic restoration of a fantastic  

garden feature, rejuvenating it.

Sponsored by
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COMMENDED

COMMENDED

COMMENDED

Chester Gardener   Project: Hamilton Drive, Town House Garden Wall 

Lanwarne Landscapes  Project: “Woodstock” Japanese style feature 

Original Landscapes Ltd  Project: Pensylvania Park

Chester Gardener was contracted to cover the wall in a uniform trellis work as set out by 
Bradley Hole Schoenaich Landscape Architects. A feeling of privacy and enclosure was 
needed for the end result. Trellis work covered a wall across ten town house gardens. 
Heights differing from three metres to five metres. Trellis was constructed from 3x1 
premium pine with each baton being painted two coats of osmo basalt grey. To soften the 
view of the houses behind the trellis trees were fixed using a pleach frame, the trees 
are to be allowed to grow naturally with only some branches attached for stability. 

Lanwarne Landscapes clients wanted a Japanese style garden area. The area to the front of the 
house was chosen to have a feature designed by Amanda Broughton Garden Design. The acer 
palmatum sp. was to be kept in place, as this was planted in a raised bed, the level changes 
were addressed within the design. The existing raised bed was originally supported by a double 
skin brick wall. This has been replaced with a new Quartz planter wall allowing for the planting 
of alpines. Soil was carefully excavated to avoid damaging existing tree roots and new rich 
topsoil was incorporated for new planting. The soil was graded and sculpted using Scottish 
boulders/cobbles to retain as required creating a rock garden effect. The stream was then 
constructed by hand flowing over three gentle tiers into a futile liner flower into a lined 
pond. The pond does not include fish. Planting is Japanese inspired, including dwarf 
pines, Acers and ferns. 

Original Landscapes Ltd took on the project when the design was in place and advised on all 
material use and methods of construction. The garden needed to fit in with the house which 
was a three storey stucco terrace in a commanding position according to its listed status. The 
project was a complete makeover of the large, steeply sloped garden. It involved the removal 
of around 450 tonnes of spoil to enable terracing, retaining walls, a pool near to the house 
and a vegetable/flower garden further up connected by a less formal lawned area. All work 
apart from the lighting and pool coating was carried out by Original Landscapes Ltd. The 
paving used was a self-faced York stone which has an aged appearance even when new 
and contrasts well with the sawn York stone copings. The walls are of random Purbeck 
stone, from along the coast and is used a lot locally, indeed some of the original paving in 
the garden was Purbeck flagstones which were re-used at the front of the new garage. 
Trees and hedges were planted for the clients who wanted to choose and plant the rest 
of the garden themselves.

Judges’ Comments: 
A competent job, with great skill demonstrated. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A competent piece of work. 

Judges’ Comments: 
A high level of skill in planning, construction and appropriate choice of materials. 

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
Paxman Landscapes UK Limited  Project: Wakefield Road Lepton
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The works undertaken at the national theatre were broken down into two main sections. 
The Weston terrace, level one main pedestrian entrance and the Olivier terrace, level 
three public terrace. The biggest hurdle for The Garden Builders to negotiate while 
working on this project was that the theatre was at all times open to the public and 
shows continued as scheduled. This meant the usual high attention to health and 
safety was absolutely paramount as the general public was always in close proximity 
to sometimes hazards works. During the build daily safe starts meetings were 
held with every contractor to ensure the health and safety of everyone on and 
around the site was priority number one. Each week the supervisors from each 
contractor met with the main contractor to walk the site and ensure that actions 
implemented from the previous week were in place. As the theatre remained 
opened to staff and the public ‘noisy work’ times were planned each week in 
advance and daily ‘noisy work’ was to be completed within the allotted time 
restraints. The National Theatre is a concrete building with a honeycomb 
coffers set into the ceilings of the entire building. So any work on the 
structure would reverberate and travel through the entire building 
making the necessity of a daily noisy works programme.

WINNER
The Garden Builders 
Project: National Theatre

Judges’ Comments: 
Inherent degree of difficulty, having to maintain public access 
at all times. Very large scale project, highly competent job, 
well executed planting

Commercial Garden 
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HIGHLY COMMENDED 
Milliners Wharf, Manchester   
Project: Milliners Wharf, Manchester

The Hat Box development houses 144 apartments and is situated 
in New Islington, East Manchester, adjacent to Milliners Wharf. 
The client expected the landscaping scheme to reflect the high 
specification of the apartments and provide a private raised 
residents garden entitled The Sky Garden. The community 
area is to encourage residents to catch up with neighbours. 
Maximising open space at the first floor level atop the 
parking area, the outlying forecourts and parking benefits 
from semi-mature trees, low level planting and turf. 
The roof landscape encompasses paving, resin-bound 
gravel, turfed mounds and decking for residents to 
maximise the open aspect and an elevated vista 
alongside their living space. The resulting residential 
garden demonstrates clean, crisp lines, contrasting 
colour and form with a blend of shrubs, specimen 
shrubs, hedging, turf, paving and decking. 
This demonstrates a practical and innovated 
approach to providing maximum community 
benefit where space is at a premium. The 
blend and mix of shrubs, specimen shrubs 
and 30-35cm trees bordered by hedging 
around the parking areas provide interest, 
boundary, height, form and foliage 
throughout the year. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Neat looking scheme, hard 
landscaping completed very well. 
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Community Garden

The Hat Box development houses 144 apartments and is situated in 
New Islington, East Manchester, adjacent to Milliners Wharf. The client 
expected the landscaping scheme to reflect the high specification of the 
apartments and provide a private raised residents garden entitled The 
Sky Garden. The community area is to encourage residents to catch up 
with neighbours. Maximising open space at the first floor level atop the 
parking area, the outlying forecourts and parking benefits from semi-mature 
trees, low level planting and turf. The roof landscape encompasses paving, 
resin-bound gravel, turfed mounds and decking for residents to maximise the 
open aspect and an elevated vista alongside their living space. The resulting 
residential garden demonstrates clean, crisp lines, contrasting colour and form 
with a blend of shrubs, specimen shrubs, hedging, turf, paving and decking. 
This demonstrates a practical and innovated approach to providing maximum 
community benefit where space is at a premium. The blend and mix of shrubs, 
specimen shrubs and 30-35cm trees bordered by hedging around the parking  
areas provide interest, boundary, height, form and foliage throughout the year.  

WINNER
Milliners Wharf, Manchester
Project: Milliners Wharf, Manchester 

Judges’ Comments: 
A complicated job that creates a fantastic community space for all to enjoy.
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COMMENDED 
Kingston Landscape Group Ltd   
Project: The Dragonfly garden 

Kingston landscape Group Ltd carries out external 
landscaping improvement works across the site, 
including the creation of a new children’s and baby 
memorial garden within the rear formal garden and 
the reforming of the front circular feature. KLG 
were tasked with transforming a neglected area of 
Mortlake Crematorium into a memorial garden 
for babies and children, providing parents with a 
tranquil refuge in which to both say goodbye and 
to remember their loved ones. Based on the story 
‘Water Bugs and Dragonflies by Doris Stickley, 
it celebrates the transformation of the bug that 
left his friends behind to become a dragonfly. 
By mixing hard and soft landscaping to reflect 
the dragonfly’s story, working in difficult 
ground conditions and restricted access. 
As this was a working crematorium work 
was frequently interrupted to maintain a 
respectful silence during services. 

Judges’ Comments: 
Created a lovely peaceful area  
for patrons to use.  
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WINNER

The garden was commissioned following the design of the 
new house, and the central point of the brief was to enhance 
views from the house into the garden, bringing the landscape 
inside. Similarly, the surrounding landscape must respect the 
bold architecture and be sympathetic towards views back to 
the house. The narrative of the house should also be continued 
into the garden for consistency, allowing a bold, formal layout 
to complement the architecture with planting to create a 
lush contrast and settle the house into its surroundings. The 
entrance, journey and arrival from the road to house was very 
important to enhance the tension and surprise of such a modern 
building in an otherwise traditional village. 

A high quality of attention to detail and material finish was sought 
throughout the entire ga rden in order to meet the internal 
standards, and specific areas were needed to cater for different 
activities and functions – much like rooms in a house. The 
cavernous basement terrace needed careful detailing to create 
a space which feels comfortable and useable despite being a 
storey below ground level.  Other key points of the brief include 
incorporating and re-using as much excavated spoil from the 

Aralia Garden Design 
Project: Westlands 

house as possible without making its presence very apparent, as 
well as creating a sense of privacy from neighbouring properties. 
Underpinning all of the above was the desire and need to execute 
the scheme in a clean, elegant yet stunning manner. 

Set in rural Hertfordshire, Westlands is a stunningly 
contemporary building comprised of rectangular boxes made 
from glass, iroko and natural stone. The landscape surrounding 
it has been engineered to provide a synergy between the 
architecture and its surroundings with a strong geometric 
narrative overlaid on generously proportioned naturalistic 
planting. A cantilevered structure and in-built fireplace offer the 
centrepiece to the design, whilst a calm body of water creates 
a reflective foreground. Additional features include a fernery, 
sunken terrace and outdoor kitchen/ bar enhance the scheme. 
Contemporary iroko entrance gates reveal a journey carved 
through the landscape leading towards the building.

Judges’ Comments: 
A high level of detail included in the portfolio.

APL Designer of the Year 

Sponsored by
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COMMENDED
Tapestry Design Studio

Tapestry Design Studio designed the front garden to create  
a welcoming entrance, that is formal and elegant. The garden 
reflects the character of the house, taking inspiration from the 
Edwardian architecture.  Details such as railings and a tiled 
path were asked to be included by the client to evoke the 
Edwardian style. The client also requested the inclusion of 
a gravel paths to the side gate.  The site was stripped bare 
following work on the new extension, a single storey that 
divided the front and back of the property. Access was 
required to the side of the new building into the rear of 
the property. The boundary with the neighbours was a 
covered in an old honeysuckle and needed renovating 
or replacing. The project involved finishing building 
the retaining brick wall and steps and allowing for 
piers to be added to the wall.  The garden was 
a corner plot on a busy town road. Itwas highly 
visible to by passers due to its location and 
because it was elevated above pavement level. 
There was no boundary around the garden as 
the retaining wall was incomplete so it felt 
extremely exposed, some screening was 
introduced to propose a sense of privacy 
without blocking light to the house. The 
planting complements the layout of the 
garden and accentuates the formality of 
the Edwardian architecture, using box 
and bay topiary, but softened with an 
arts and crafts style of Gertrude Jeykll 
combining iris, nepeta and paeonies.

Judges’ Comments: 
Very competent work, excellent finish.
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APL Rising Star

WINNER

Camilla Jousiffe & Ryan Wright took on Tranmere Grove Garden after 
starting a placement at RG Landscape & Construction Ltd. The client 
wanted a space that would be suitable for both entertaining and their 
growing number of grandchildren. The planting needed to be robust and 
safe for children and pets. The stepping stone path and borders lead to a 
summerhouse. The children’s area was laid with artificial lawn, a hand woven 
den was created and finished with a hand carved mushroom style table set.  
The water feature provides a subtle sound to mask the noise of traffic.  
What was a patch of unattractive paving and mud, is now a welcome haven of 
natural sandstone softened by herbaceous planting and a raised herb garden.

Camilla Jousiffe & Ryan Wright 
Company: RG Landscape & Construction Ltd 

Judges’ Comments: 
A high level of detail included in the portfolio.

Sponsored by
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Arbour Design & Build were asked to help redesign and build a sensory 
garden for a young family. A challenging site, this project became a 
design and build with constant input from the clients and the team 

at Arbour Design & Build. Specific needs of the family had to be 
addressed and encompassed in the garden to make sure that the 
all the family could easily access all areas of the garden. A water 

feature was installed in the garden with a winding path leading 
down to it. Personal touches were incorporated into the 

garden by way of the family making mosaics. 

WINNER
Arbour Design & Build

Project: Sensory Garden 

Judges’ Comments: 
Specific needs were addressed and Arbour 

Design & Build made sure that the family were 
happy with the desired outcome.  

HTA Benevolent Fund Award

A project showing a contractor that is deemed to 
have gone above and beyond to support their local 

community. A piece of work that has changed lives. 
The winner of this award is selected from all entrants. 
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APL Worldskills

Jacob Botting, Myerscough College was announced as ‘Best in the UK’ in 
Landscaping after winning the Gold Medal at the final. Jacob is currently 
completing the APL Apprenticeship programme, delivered by Myerscough 
College and Landscape Skills Academy.

Ross Conquest, Conquest Hard Landscaping, took Silver,  
and Aaron Byrne, Reaseheath College took Bronze. 

The APL Worldskills final took place at the NEC in November where 
our seven competitors had 16 hours to build a garden designed by 
Head Judge and Technical Lead, Jody Lidgard. During the final 
the competitors were marked on elements such as block paving, 
recessed drain covers, wood work, planting, health and safety 
and the overall appearance of the garden throughout the 
three days. 

Today we celebrate Jacob’s achievement and welcome 
WorldSkills to the stage. The APL would like to thank 
partners Makita UK, Marshalls and J.A. Jones for  
their continued support during each stage of the  
2016 competition.

GOLD WINNER 
APL Worldskills Final

Jacob Botting, Myerscough Collage

APL worldskills UK Final Gold Winner
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 Winner – Mango Landscapes 

Mango Landscapes joined the APL June 2016, as with all members they wanted to 
benchmark themselves amongst the best, receive valuable Independent accreditation 
and to continually develop their business.  They have over 10 years’ experience, and 
they are committed to constantly developing and expanding their business, but in a 
manageable and professional way. After their initial inspection highlighted some 
areas of improvement, they immediately got to work on putting procedures in 
place. They are proud to be members of the association, embracing many of the 
initiatives and marketing materials we offer. Their website quotes “Because we 
love what we do, we are always working hard to provide our customers with 
the very best possible service and a high standard of work.”This company 
ethos runs all the way through to how they manage their business and staff.  
A massive well done from APL.

www.mangolandscapes.co.uk  

01392 690212  |  enquiries@mangolandscapes.co.uk

Unit 3 Newcourt Barton, Clyst Road,  
Topsham, Exeter, EX3 0DB

SUPPLIER OF THE YEAR

NEW COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Service provider: Citation

Grower: North/ Midlands region – Coles

Grower: South – Provender

Judges’ Comments: 
In an ever changing world of Health and Safety Legislation and 
HR issues, Citation have really focused on delivering an excellent 
package to the landscaping community both large and small.

Judges’ Comments: 
Coles continue to deliver excellent service and product to the 
industry and also deliver a fantastic educational training service 
to both landscapers and designers. By putting something back 
they ensure a better future for our industry.

Judges’ Comments: 
Provender have immersed themselves in this industry for many 
years. They have continually supported colleges and associations 
with many initiatives, whilst continuing to provide excellent 
customer service, information and product to their customers.

Manufacturer: Makita & Marshalls
Judges’ Comments: 
Makita have been big supporters to the next generation of 
landscapers coming in to the industry. Their BE SAFE course 
has been delivered to many colleges and our own apprentices 
and their customer service to industry is superb and many of 
our members are big fans of Makita tools.
Marshalls have a commitment to raising standards within the 
industry, most recently supporting colleges with both product 
and expertise. This initiative is set to continue and is one that 
they wish more colleges would take up. For our members 
Marshalls continue to deliver good service and product. In 
addition to the above support for grassroots landscaping both 
Makita and Marshalls have supported WSUK since day 1 and 
many other events that have been created and run by the APL. 
Both companies have shown a huge commitment to 
educating our industry and those entering it at the start of 
their landscaping journeys. Both have strong programmes 
of support for colleges, apprenticeships and masterclasses 
delivering both product and expertise as part of this. These 
initiatives are set to continue and should be applauded. 

The APL is a growing association and we have lots of new talent joining our community 
each year. New members who joined between 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016 were 
automatically nominated for this award. The winner has demonstrated high levels of 
technical landscaping capability, excellent customer care and business management. 
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Supreme winner 2014

Supreme winner 2016

APL Awards 2018 

SIMPLER, QUICKER, EASIER.

Demonstrate your professional pedigree and enter 
your company’s top garden project today!

We’ve improved the entry process. It’s all online 
(no paper portfolios to produce) which offers you 
the flexibility to enter in your own time around 
your busy workload. With garden visits by 
judges as part of the process. 

Celebrate excellence with us; enter now...

Entry: only £45 + VAT  
per project

Visit www.aplawards.co.uk  
for further information. 

All entries must be submitted 
by Friday 28 April 2017
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Supreme winner 2015

Supreme winner 2017
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